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Grades 6-8

| Introduction

Standing up for what is right sometimes costs us things that we desire the most. In “The Scholarship Jacket”,
Martha learns a difficult lesson about not compromising to get the very thing that she has rightfully earned. This
story addresses themes such as discrimination and perseverance.

| Learning Objectives

+ (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.2) Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

+ (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.1) Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

+ (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.1.b) Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate,
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

| Materials Needed

- Copies of “The Scholarship Jacket” by Marta Salinas

| Procedure
Activity Day 1:
1. Review locating theme in a reading passage.
2. Discuss how themes help to develop stories.
3. Introduce “The Scholarship Jacket” by Marta Salinas.
4. Require students to read the text and jot down themes that are introduced in the story as they read.
5. Group students in groups of 3 or 4 and have them discuss the themes that are found in the story.

6. Have each group report out their findings to the class.
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/1/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZHlzYXJ0Lm9yZ3xtYXJsZXktcGFyay03LTgtY2FtYnJpZGdlfGd4OjE1NjY1ZmRiMjhkMjlkODk
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Activity Days 2-3:

1. Review the components of an argumentative essay (emphasize taking a position and providing supporting
evidence).

2. Review “The Scholarship Jacket”, placing emphasis on the decision that Martha’s grandfather made to not give
her the money.

3. In Think-Pair-Share format, have the students discuss if they believe that Martha’s grandfather should have
given her the money for the jacket.

4. Assign each student a number, 1 or 2.

5. Have the 1s jot down at least three supporting statements that defends Martha’s grandfather’s decision and
have the 2s jot down at least three supporting statements that argue against Martha's grandfather’s decision
not to give her the money.

6. Have all of the 1s draft an argumentative essay defending Martha’s grandfather refusal to pay for the jacket and
have the 2s draft an essay arguing against his decision.

| Evaluation

Use this Argument (W.1) rubric to grade each student’s essay.
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi9l5itqaLrAhVIxVkKHVeFAW8QFjAOegQIARAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mswholeschools.org%2Ffiles%2FMaharrey.Handout.Grades_7-8_Elkgrove_Rubrics.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3lC1DPfNST-nV_BDm8hHjc

